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‘article of faith of the Oburch of Jesus Obrist of 
—— 
thet Lion will be built the American\continent. The warrant for 
this belief is derived from modern revelation.’ In the book of Doctrine 
veres of this section reads: “Wherefore this is the land of promion ad 
the place for the city of Zion.” | 8 855 | 15 e 
The Book of M 20 declan words of the Say 


not their ts, I will establish my.church among them, and they 
come 1 ——— covenant, and be numbered among this the veihnant of 
Jaca, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance, and — 
shall assist my the remnant of Jacob, 
house of Israel: as shall come, that they may baild a 
called the New Jerusalem.“ (III Nepbi, 21: 5 vd 
Other ‘passages in the Doctrine and ‘Covenants and in the Book of 
Movaion ‘refer to the fact that America is the land of ‘Zion, and the ‘place 
where the New Jerusalem will be built in latter tine. 
The Bible predictions relating to the — enahd donnie 
can-‘continent in the latter days’ are not 80 direct and pointed.  £-is 
evident che Lord had a purpose in 1g the knowledge of the western 
Tue Sarier 
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Joseph. And behold, this is the land of your inheritance; and the Father 


hath given it unto you. And not at any time hath the Father given me 
commandment that I should tell it unto your brethren at Jerusalem.” 
(III Nephi, 15: 12, 13, 14). That the disciples at Jerusalem were ignorant 
of the people of the western world is shown by the statement: And 
there were dwelling Pippen teers men put of every nation 
under heaven” a: 

It is quite reasonable to believe that those who lived on the eastern 
continent in he days of the ancient prophets were aleo unacquainted 
with the western continent, and that these prophets were not permitted 
of the Lord to publish the fact that a portion of His chosen people in- 
habited the unknown western world. But a careful study of the ancient 
prophecies. concerning the house of. Israel furnish strong evidence . to 
establish the claim that America is a gathering place for at least.a port 
of the scattered remnants of Israel. 

Throughout the Old Testament predictions two gathering sehen are 
mentioned —Zion and Jerusalem. Isaiah says, for out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem“ (2: .3); “thy 
holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation” 
(64: 10). Joel says, in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliver- . 

ance” (2: 32). Zechariah | ‘says, “the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and 
shall yet choose Jerusalem” (1: 17). That the terms “Zion” and “Jeru- 
salem” refer to separate places, in some instances at least, is shown by 
several prophetic; utterances... Isaiah and Micah: predict that it shall 
come to, pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall- 
be established in the top of. the. mountains; and shall be exalted above thb, 
Alls, and people shall flow unto: it”; (Isaiah, 2: 2, Mioah 4: I). Isaiah. 
aleo, in addressing Zion, says, O Zion, that bringest geod tidings, get 
into the high mountains”. (40: 0). The looation of Jerusalem is not 
“in the top of the mountains,“ “exalted above hieb 
mountain.“ 

is evident the place. referred to aside from to be in 
some far distant land. In speaking of the Lord gathering the house of. 
Israel in the latter days, Isaiah says, And he will lift up an ensign to 
the nations from far, and will hias unto them from the end of tl earth. and, 
behold. they shall. come with speed swiftly” (5: 26). Micah, in allading to 
the same subject, sas, And he shall judge among many people, and re- 
buke strong nations (4: ). Both these prophets’ are supposed; 
to have uttered their predictions in Palestine, and the end of the earth”, 


ktrom whenoe the Lord should hiss unto, or rebuke, the nations, and “afar 


off,” where He should judge among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations,” would indicate, some ipers of the place 
whore the two prophets resided... 

Japobls blessing upon his son is as ia 


bongh, even fruitful. bough by a well; whose branches ran 


over the wall... .. The blessings of thy father, have: prevailed: 
above. the blessings of my progenitors unto the. utmost bound of the 
shall be. un fhe bead of Joseph, and on tha 


* 
- 


crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren” (Genesis 
49: 22, 20). The only interpretation that can be given to this blessing 
bhat Joseph's descendants would be very numerous — ‘the 
body used in scriptural language means children or posterity); and 
that they should extend beyond the sea (run over the wall), to some far 
distant place—to “the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills.” .-“Ever- 
lasting hills“ in this passage evidently means 4 continuous, unbroken 
chain of hille—everlasting. in extent such as run through the whole 
length of North and South America... It cannot mean everlasting in 
duration, for it has been predicted that some day “every valley shall be 
exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low” ‘(Isaiah 40: 4); 
and the Savior has said that neee en 
35). 


in the days ot Joshna,. she, 
their lot or portion was not large enough, as they were so numerous at 
that time, Joshua in reply told them to go up to the wood country and 
occupy that land; but they said that was not large enough. This shows 
thist che iblessing. of Joseph was beginning to be realized at that early 
date. The: blessing pronounced upon the tribe of Joseph by Moses, just 
previous to his death, is recorded thus: Blessed of the Lord be bis land, 
for the precious things of heaven, for the dew, and for thé deep thab 
concheth beneath, and 
aud for the precious things put forth by the moon, and for the chief 
things of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the lasting 
bills, and for the precious things of the earth and fulness thereof, and 
for: the good. will of him that dwelt in the bush: let the blessing comé. 
upon the head of Joseph, and upon the top of the head of him that was 
separated from his brethren. His glory is like the firstling of his bullock, 
and his horns.are.like the horns of ‘unicorns: with them he shall push thé 
peuple together to the ends of the earth: and they are the ten thousands 
o£: Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh. (Deut. 33: 1217) 
It is evident from this that Joseph's land should be separate and distinct 
trom chat ol the other tribes, else why should it be specially mentioned 
and deseribed ! It it was to be a part of Palestine the general description 
of that country would answer for Joseph's: portion of it. The portion 
alloted to his children in Palestine cannot: be the place referred to by 
Moses, as it will not answer the description: given by him. This comelu- 
sion is in harmony with what Jacob said to Joseph shortly before he died: 
“Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren” (Genesis 
48 7:29) It might be supposed this latter quotation bad reference’ to the 
o éowitry” given by Joshua to Joseph's descendants; but this would 
not answer the description Moses gives of Joseph's land, nor ‘would it 
fulfill: the promise of Jacob concerning the children of Joseph ‘going 

“In pronouncing blessings upon Ephraim and the two sons o 
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Joseph, Jacob sxid; let them grow into a multitude in the a 
earth; and he further states that Eohraim’s seed should: “become 4 mu- 
ticucle of natious (Genesis 49: 16, 19). These promises to Joseph's sons 
help to make clear the meaning of the words of Jacob to his favored son: 
“The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my 
progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills.” The Lord 
protnised Abraham that he should “be the father of many nations,” avd 
that his seed should possess the land of Canaan forever, while Jacob pre- 
dicted that: Joseph's seed should become a “multitude of nations” in the 
midstof the earth,” thus his blessings “prevailediabove” the blessings of 
his progenitor Abraham, because they included a similar promise of numer- 
bounds of the everlasting hills.” wadetall 
No the only known place in the of ithe 
is or has been a multitude of nations” of the same race of people is 
America. No iess than twenty groups of Indian tribes are named by 
ethuologists as ivhabiting the American continent. That they are of 
Israclitish origin is the generally accepted belief of those who have 
studied their character, — 


tained by modern revelation. — 


There ‘seems to — 
blessings pronounoed upon Joseph and his descendants, both by Jacob 
and: by Moses: they shall be on the head of Joseph, ‘and on the crown’of 
the hend of Aim that ‘was separate from his brethren”! (Genesis 40: 286, 
Deuteronomy 38: 16): Joseph's separation from his brethren was evi- 
dently typical of a separation of his seed from that of his brethron. The 
Book of ‘Mormon intimates this in the following ‘passage: A New Jerd: 
sabem'should ‘be built up upon this land, unto the remnant of the ‘seed of 
Joseph; for which things there has heen a type; for as Joseph brought 
bis father down into the land of Egypt, even so he died there; wherefore 
the Lord ‘brought a ‘remnant of the seed of Joseph out of the land of 
Jerusalem, that he might be merciful. unto the seed of Joseph, that they 
shouldperish not, even as he was merciful unto the father of Joseph, chat 
he ebouldperish not; wherefore the remnant of the house of Joseph shall 
be build:Gpon: this land; and it shall be a land of their inheritance; and 
they ahall build up a holy city unto the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of 
old; and they shall no more be confounded, — — 3 the 


aball pass away.” 13: 6, 7; 8).° 


It the Bible prophesies. — — will mos 
denied that Ameriea is to be a gathering place for a portiom of the house 
of. Israel-—that Zion will be built in that land; for ‘the prophets plainly 
state that the tribes of Lerael shall be brought to their on land. The 
them again, every man to is heritage, and every man to lis land (Jeremiah 
12. 15); He sega, And I will gather the remnant of :my*flock ot 


all countries whither. have driven them, and will bring 


thar lde, and they. shell be fruitful and increase” 4: 
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to the belief: that: Jérusalem:or: even the 
whole of Palestine is the only gathering place for the seed of Israel in the 
latter days is that it is too small to contain 


- „ 


the Gospel of such individual members of the ‘Human family 48 nave bei 
| ed to that destiny; and often His ‘ways ‘ate utterly inssrutible 
to mortals. Illustrations of the truth of this are familiar in the peri- 
emos of ‘most members of the Church, especially such as‘have Iaboréd in 
‘the mission field; but an unusuahy interesting instance in Which 4 man 
waa of the truth of the'veachings of thie Latter-day Saints hu 
just come to the knowledge of the Ves. 
“fp Will’ de remembe in ‘the year 1884 thie ‘popular prejadive 
agaist M m and the Mormons was very strong. The historie 
uraidꝰ on polygamous familien, that continued with ‘sich severity for 
‘several years, was just being fairly inaugurated, and Mormon’ Eideré in 
various parts of the United States, not bly in the South, were meeting 
‘with much and bitter opposition, and n ot infrequently the were ‘victims 
ot mobocratic demonstrations. In that year Elders C. F. and 
W. F. Garner were laboring in Carter Coanty, — — 
arrested on a charge of teaching polygamy, and inducing people to 


Pt. ty } be has written a letter to Elder Garner, v 

in Clifton, Idaho, which the recipient. forwards. to. the. 
Sutphin is evidently e man of. fair i intelligence though not of nis 
rr criticism from a scholas 
standpoint, it tells a story of the providences of the Almighty, and — 
a testimony, that far more than redeem ‘its literary defects. It is dated 
Hale, Mitchell County, N. C., 


WX. F. Garner: | 
the first Abin dite: 
drop you a few lines to tell you something perhaps, that will do you some 
good, I an one of the men that were with the officer in Carter Gounay, 
‘Tenn, when. Elders: Christensen and Garner were arrested, and i zou 
Pemember, one of you shid to the other: “We might proach te 
ee they did to the jailor of old.. 


Little did I think that J.would died. pour worda of. ann benefit: 0 mo; 
— me handle so: belp do 
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“The blood ot thd seed of ‘die Church and the suffetin 


‘mented the colonists on account of their rapid progress in every direction. 
He expressed himself as especially pleased with the academy building and 
the “efficient instruction there given to the students. It was to him a 
source of wonder, how the Saints could afford to maintain such an institu- 


tion, and when told that it was done entirely by voluntary contributions, 
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my that from that very dey forthe 

weir of Elders until 1608; 
— the water; Elder Thomas W. Sloan baptized me, and Elder John 
R. Terry baptized my wife last spring. I had been a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in belief for four years before 
I or my family bad heard a Mormon Elder preaeh. The little book known 

as the Voice of Warning did all the preaching to me except what you 
and Brother Obristeneen did that lonesome night, going from the head of 
Shell Creek to Roan Mountain. 


most of the talking, and asked so many questions. But it was God's will 
for ma to be there; one reason was that I should protect you. sree 


would perhaps be to. day I was before that notable nicht. 


Now brother, as you know, God always sends His judgments on. theme % 
who will not heed His teachings but seek to do evil. That wicked con- 
stable who had the papers for you Elders, came to his death on the rail- 
road at the station. He was standing on the road and did not seem to 
try to get away. His body was torn n he filled a drunkard's 
krare. 

Wo can Heavenly Father will. 
His Spirit will cover the land as the waters do the e en. there 

WI. O. 


“of the servants of God form an important portion of the testimonies t 


“evidences that will either convert or condemn the world. No 5 
Elders Garner and Christensen feel rewarded for the night they spent in 
riding to jail, and for the imprisonment and other forms of Pee 
they endured while in Carter County.— Deseret News. pte | 
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Ar a recent visit of the governor of Chihuahua ‘ane of . : 
colonies of that state, according to a letter received, that official Compli- 


he said he did not believe he could accomplish a similar peered oven by 


population ‘ul the entire State. 


It. is evident that the Saints in Mexico — there: 


Aer neighbors; ae the Saints always have been wherever they have taken 
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up their abode. Thrift, industry, prosperity attend them to a degree that 
F As once the 


a 


ler 
—— their fathers, so the Latter-day Saints, through the same 


means have always become objects of admiration to the unbiassed spectator. 

Their estimation of the value of education is well illustrated in the fact 
that the Mexican-colonies in their early sxistence already have institutes 
of learning which command the attention of the state officials, and which 
are supported entirely by voluntary contributions. This is in harmony 


with the spirit of Mormonism. Education is an essential part of it, as 


sufficiently proven wherever its tents have been pitched, and it is different 


in this respect from so me other religious systems which regard enlighten-— 


ment asthe’ — certain classes, thereby laying’ the foundation 
for gnostic erelustveness. 1 urges’ all to ‘seek’ knowledge and provides 


the means of obtaining it, often at great sacrifices. The intimation some: 


times heard that Mormonism and ignorancé: are synenymous is contre 


Minas in 21144 : wu thi 


1 An 41811 wi tl a. 


"What is noble? to inherit 


| Wealth, estate, and proud degree? O’er the engine’s iron head— 
—— Where the rapid shuttle flashes, 
Higher yet than these, for mei! 
life's span, 
Oi the loom-shed and the mill; 0 
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of Edders, who, ac. annoonced. in the Bran bi February: 10, 
wane released to return home on Mareh 10, left Glasgow. on February 
dab, Owing to the probability of there being an — large com- 
pany on the 10t 


Last Tuesday, March 1, was the ninety-first anniversary of President 
Wilford Woodruff’s birthday. From a letter written by Apostle Franklin 
D. Richards, which was received to day, we learn that he is in good health. 
He spoke at the Tabernacle during the afternoon services of Sunday, 
February 13, and the report of his reinark& shows that his mind was clear 
and active. His — sp ape og is a source of gratification to the 


thé services in thé Sale Lake City, 
February 18, 1696, Dt: J. H. Keétlogg, superintétident of the Battlé Creek 
Michigaii, @ discourse on pet of heafelt. In 
and piss known as “Word of Wisdom.” 
synopsis of his discourse as given in the Deseret Mews that he is streng 
ad vocaté of the dectrines tadpht in that révelation; as well an ter Gther 


we 


next October. The eisteddfod is a Welsh institution. It dou 
public musical an literary contest. The first one held i in Bait 
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verpool Conference May 20, 19086. 

Birmingham Conference,. June 5, 1806. 
Cheltenham Conference... . .. June 12, 1898. 
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railway stations; and the Elders: are much pleased: with it. Satisfactory 


office is in a good, respectable part of the city, not far from the three 


arrangements have been made for printing Der Stern, (the Church Grgan 
for the Gerian- speaking people), in Hamar 10 place hed Bern, Switser- 
land, where it has been published heretofore: 

Elder Loutensock states further, We very 
and believe that this will be a very fruitful year in the German Mission. 
About ten baptisms have already been performed, and the future is very 
bright. The Elders seem to have the spirit of their labors. On our 
journey here to Hamburg we held some the 0 8 5 and found that 


many penple’s are the Gospel” — 


1 
, * 


oA PARALLEL 


SoaME bis vier of the ithe Christian 
Religion,” makes use of the following strong argument in support of 
primitive Christianity.’ Referring’ to Christ and His Apostles of former 


days, he says: 


“If any one can believe that these men could’ become impostors, for no 


other purpose than ‘the ‘propagation of truth, villaitis for no end but to 
teach honesty, and martyrs without the least prospect of honor or advan- 
‘tage; or that; if all this should ‘have been possible, these few inconsider- 


able" persons should have been able, in the course of a few years, to have 
spread: this: their religion over most parts of the then known: world, 
in opposition to the. interests, pleasures, ambition, prejudices,.and even 
reason of mankind; to have triumphed over the power of prince, the 
intrigues of states; the force ofloustom, the blindness of zeal, the influende 
of ‘priests, the arguments ‘pf: Orators, and the philosophy of the world, 
without any supernatural assistance; if any one can believe all ‘these 
miraculous events, contradictory to the constant experience of the | powers 


‘and dispositions of human nature, he must be possessed of much more 


faith than is necessary to make him 
from ‘mere oredality.“ 

Similar reasoning will: wink to the lives 
Christ tles ok these latter days; for they have been regarded ii 
the same light a as those of former days, while their aims and the resulté of 
their labors have been identical with those of the men Mr. Jenyns spéaks 
of in the above quotation. Modern Apostles of Christ have been looked 
upon as impostors and villains, and have suffered martyrdom, for ‘teach- 
ing truth and honesty, and that too “without the least prospect of hono: 


or advantage.” They have endured suffering for teaching the very same 
truths as were taught. by the}Savior and. His disciples eighteen hundred 
years ago.) (lt is alsogtrue that equally miraculous results have attended 
the labors of these latter-day Apostles, and their teachings will eventually 
triumph over the ‘force of custom, the blindness of seal, the:influence of 
priesta, the arguments of orators, and the philosophy of the world.” * . 
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stated by the above-mentioned writer, will apply to the :restored-Gospel 
proclaimed .by the Latter-day Sainta. He says, The most insurmount- 
able, aa well as the most usual obstacle to our belief, arises: from our 
‘passions, appetites, and interests; for. faith being an act of the will as 
much as of the understanding, we oftener disbélieve for want of: inchina- 
tion, than wand of evidence. The first step towards thinking: this revela- 
tion true, is our hopes that it is 80; eee eee —— 
| believing iti. 
An Arrom —Elder Joseph F. Fe ot the Man- 
chester Conference has been honorably released to return home Mar 
10, 1898. Elder Broadbent spent some eight months as a missionary 
in, the. Southern. States. While there he was attacked with the chills 
and fever. Getting no relief, and being anxious to fulfill a mission, he 
received an appointment to labor in Great Britain. He arrived here on 
December 9, 1897, and has ever been hopeful that his health would 
improve, but it bas continued poorly; and it has been considered best 
to release him. 
Elder John H. Hammond of the Liverpool Conference has been honor- 
sbly released to return home March 10, 1896. He will ‘sccompany Elder 
Broadt int to render him any needed. sistance. 527 7 
James C. Poulton has been released from the 
ference and peated to labor i in the N Conference, 


MARTYRDOM. 


In di the condition ot 
Salt. 725 President E. *. the subjoined narrative: 
 “I.and my companion spent an evening recently with a gentleman — 
witnessed. the killing of the Prophet Joseph Smith. He was, then 
employed as a stage driver between Nanyco and Keokuk, with Carthage 
aa 9, half-way station, and came rattling into Carthage with the stage. 
Driving pest the old jail, he says, he saw the mob on one side and large 
amber of the regulars on the other, He drove past. the jail on one side 
to the hotel, delivered his mail and passengers, Then, whirling around, 
and passing on the other side of the jail to reach his stable, the shooting 
commenced as his passengers were getting out, and as he drove past the 
jail towards his stable, the Prophet Joseph jumped out of the window. 
He eaw him fall and saw them set him up against the well. He says that 
4 the stableman honk 
frightened half out of his wit. 
man speaks in the highest terme of commendation and 
the Prophet Joseph and his family. He says that he arrived in Nanvoo 
a night, a stranger, about a year prior to the death of Joseph Smith, 
withont money or friends, a boy about 14 years of age, having understood 
that: hia. brother lived there. On, inquiring for: his. brother, he learned 
shah miles to-bia:homey with on she. 
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enter the told. 


— — 


that he thought was « hotel, and told the man of the house: the situation, 


who: said; Come ia, son; we'll take care of you. He was taken in, 
‘warmed, fed and lodged: The next day was bitter cold, and the mem ef 
the house, who be learned was Joseph Smith, told him to content himself 
in peace; it was too cold for him to go out to his brother's place alone; 
some teams would be in from there, and then he could go out. The bey 
said he had no money, but he was told not to worry about: that; they 


would take care of him. After this incident he became well acquainted 


with Joseph Smith, who always called him ‘sonny,’ and after the boy 
obtained the position of stage driver, Joseph Smith rode ‘with him repeat 


edly. 
“This man and his wife now in their old age, are investigating the 
dootrines of the with a strong that ere long they will 


1 


CONOERNIN ‘THE ‘WORD. or ‘WISDOM. 


Is late issues of the N Instructor President George 0. bes 
makes some remarks concerning the importance of observing the Word ot 
and gives some illustrations of conduct. 


children never to touch tea or coffee, wine or s dri 
to mentiott a few facts that have come to our knowledge. 
“The first is the case of a young man who, when he was a child 
given ten to drink by nurue who waited on his sick mother. Tus ‘nother 
was tot in the habit of drinking tes herself; but she had ‘death sickness, 
‘and ‘the nurse gave her a little ten. This young man has never 
‘the taste of tea. If he did not control himself, he would like to drink it. 
A taste for it has been aroused within him which he has never forgotten 
through the intervening years. He ‘belongs to a family which keeps th 
Word of Wisdom. Of cotitse this being the case, he has not hid the ts 0 
fostered; but has testruined it. If he had never been given tes to driük. 
in his However, not have had any inclination: to touch 
it” wnt 
-writer:that he had struggled for eighteen years against ah dppetite-whish 
had been aroused within him for strong drink. His father’s family did 
not use any articles of that kind, and he had been brought up ‘strictly to 
refuse wine or liquor. Some of his companions knew: this, and they on 


we would like 


7 


one Ocation ‘persuaded: him to drink some cider. To deceive bias they 


called it eider, but it was brandy: He said it was the sweetest, beverage 
be had ever:tasted. He drank it, and probably drank other: liquer after- 


wards, 
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tint he told the thet ‘had ‘heen able te entirely 


those many years. 
These instances iche be multiplied, ead: how 
is fur Latter-day Saints, if they would: have their children refrain from 
the ub of improper beverages, to see that they never be permitted ito 
taste them. There may be an appetite aroused that cannot afterwards 
very well 
worked in his parents’ family to visit her ‘parents, who lived in one ‘of or 
settlements. ‘The parents were very pleased to see him, as he was un 
attractive little fellow, and the father of the family, at meal time; took the 


child on his knee and ga ve him coffee to drink. He did not think’ there 


was any harm in bhis; but his daughter remonstrated with hint, and told 
him that the boy’s father and mother would be displeased if they knew 
that he ‘had given their child coffee to drink. He thought, because the 
child tiked the coffee, it being sweet, that he ought to have it. He: did 
not know the danger of awakening a taste in that child for the beverage. 
But’ there is danger that even drinking a cup of coffee may weaken the 
driuk it- 

here muy be cases where children oan taste no 
strong inclination to use them to overcome; but in the most of instances 
a taste of this kind can easily be awakened, and it becomes a diffieult 
resist the temptation to indulge. the taste. 

y think extreme vinw to of 
tasting experience furnishes abundant reasons for believ- 
ing that as long as children are permitted to taste and drink these articles 

hotiandintoxidating drinks and using 
intendentis and téachers:in the Sunday Schools. 

An recent. meeting of the Deseret Suaday School. Union Board chews 
— answered, to the 
— 
than to put persons in charge of the children ‘who indulge in these habits: 


It was felt thatiic is of the utmost importance that those whoiare brought 


in:contact with the children should be able to set the very best example, 
and that it was more important for this alas to be correct in their — 
than almost any other ¢lass of oſſioers the Churen n 

Ghildven: notice the: habits of older persons. This he 


other da in conversation which the writer had with «:youth: In this 


— 


* 
* 
. 
* 
* 
2 
3 
7 
3 
4 
3 
“a 
. 
2 
8 
J 
— 
+. 
by. 
< 
Pat 
‘ 
= 8 
* 
- 


ON THE ‘ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION: r V. 


belongs to the Church.“ “Well,” he said, I did not think he did, because 
Law him smoking a cigar.” This youth’s idea was that a man who 
smoked a cigar could not be in good standing in the Church.» gn 
Ave permit men who smoke, or drink hot and intoxicating drinks, to 
teach the children or to stand in authority among them, it naturally jeads 
children to think that not = of 
observed or not.” 


“ES 


“The writer does not wish to say anything that — bo ttn as — 
treme upon this subjeot of the Word of Wisdom. He bas never felt to 
find fault with aged or infirm people who have contracted the habit of 


using drinks that we are told are not good for man, and he does not wiah 


to indulge in any censure of those who have formed these habits... But he 
is. very.desirous that the rising generation shal] grow up free from them, 
and that every pains shall be taken, by parents and by teachers, to im- 
press upon the minds of the children the great advantages which they 
will possess by never acquiring: these bad habits, . We would like to see 
such a feeling grow up in all the families of this Church that every parent 
will take pleasure in having children who have never acquired the habit 
parent will take this view, and have satisfaction in training his children 
this way, the effect upon the rising generation will be very marked, and 
we shall 


—— 

of the editors of the Era is the following: How far can Latser-day 

Saints accept or reject the testimonies of those who belong td otber 

religious denominations? Many of them seem to bear very, strong testi- 
monies to some things, and are earnest in their statemenn 

We take it that what is here meant is this: The clan Saints 


bent testimony that the Lord has revealed to them a knowledge of: the 
truth of the Gospel, as made known to mankind through the revelations 


of God to the Prophet Joseph Smith. Now comes the Catholic, the 
Baptist, the. Methodist, the Presbyterian, or it may be a Mahometan and — 
he says he knows that his teligion is true. The question is, how far can 


we at or reject these testimonies ? It looks like bigotry to 210 in 


judgment upon them and say, we speak truly, but they falsely; we are 
surely right, but they are mistaken. The question reminds us of an 
incident that happened vithin our own experienos about a year age An 
company with a number of friends we attended service in a Catholic 
cathedral in New York, and listened to a very impressive: discourse by 
tho bishop of : that: diodes: - The speaker: was 30 unusually and 
sensible, that-what:he-.said, niade a very favorable impress: 


m 
party, and an we-were leaving ‘the cathedral on of: the ‘sisters ‘the 
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question, l man is not right; that the testimony he 
bears to the truth of his religion is not true?” To which we answered, in 
substance, No nian can or ought to doit; no man id competent to do: 
that; but God is, and God has done it. He revealed Himself to Joseph 
Smith, and told him that all the churches were wrong; that their creeds: 
wore an abomination in His sight; that they taught for doctrine the oom- 
mandments of men; that they had a form of godliness but denisd the 
power thereof. This was the word of the Lord on that matter) and an 
the:testimonies of those belonging to other denominations, referred to in 
the above question, cover the statement that their church is the church: 
of Jesus Christ, and that their religion is the religion taught by Jesus 
Christ, pure and undefiled, and in ita fullness, then we know that testi- 
mon is not true; and that those who bear it must belong to that very: 
large class of well but mistaken men de 
all olasses of people. 
If the testimonies of | 
trines, they may or may not be true; for in the creeds of men there are 
fragments of the truth, fragments of the Gospel, and it may be that they 
have the witness:of God's Spirit to those fragments of the truth; but they 
can néver ha ve the testimony of God's Spirit Gearing: witness to the trath’ | 
of that which God has declared to be untrue. 15 | 
Again let us modify our answer: Many very 
people prayerful and moral, approaching God in perfect trust and faith, 
though belonging to false systems of religion, obtain many. and singular, 
blessings at, the hands of the Lord, just as Cornelius of old did, though 
not im the church « of Christ. Ir the testimonies in question relate to uh 
things as these, we know of no reason why. they should not be received 
with credence, if the parties are truthful; for God is not so unmindful ot 
His children as only to bless that: portion of them that have the fullness: of 
His Gospel—these that are orthodox. Were that the case we might well 
spait fot humanity; but that is not 30; God's love and merey extend to 
al} His children, even to the heathen, and doubtless He is doing all in His 
power for thet. “But becauss the Lord does bless His children, ‘as stated, 
above, it by no means follows that they have the fullness of the Gospel, or. 
that the religion they profess is the very religion of the Son of God. It is 
rather to be believed, on the contrary; that such blessings are the direct 
reaulta ot God's goodness to His children, not because they belong to the’ 
true chufeli; bat because they are His children, and He loves the 1 and 
blesses them in apite of their errors in matters of faith and doctrine. : 116 
| ‘Let it be’ tnown, then, that so far as the Latter-day Saints are: 
cerned, there is nothing in the new dispensation of the Gospel which they 
have received, that requires them to believe that God does not bless His 
who. have not yet received that Gospel. He may have given to 
them a testimony as to the truth ol some ‘of the isolated principles 
of truth to be found in their respective systems of religion; or, if living 
up to the best light they possess; they tidy have received adsarances that’ 
they, as individuals,are: accepted of Him; in answer to the prayer of 
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